







History Quiz
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1. Abd al- Rahman III 
2. Hasdai Ibn Shaprut
3. New Style of Hebrew Poetry in Medieval Spain
4. Almohads
5. The guide for the perplexed
Introduction
During the Middle age, Spain developed three literary traditions; Christianity, Islam and Judaism. With these came three differently intellectual societies in one location.. This blend of cultures resulted to rivalry, need for superiority over the other religion and hatred amongst some cultures.. However it also had some positive impacts such as gaining adverse knowledge in other cultures, developing socially and gaining multilingualism.
1. Abd al- Rahman III 
He was an Umayyad emperor between 889- 961 and like his ancestors before him, he held and maintained power in major Southern Spain. However, unlike his ancestors he had blue eyes and was fair skinned a result of interracial and concubine affairs in hid lineage. To help stop the neutralize threats; he acquired Turk and Berber soldiers. He declared himself Caliph of Cordoba which gave him political and religious superiority. During his reign, Cordoba became the most intellectual centre of Western Europe. The emperor was tolerant of non- Muslims, Jews and Christians who were treated fairly. He also stabilized the borders of Christian span as well.
2. Hasdai Ibn Shaprut
He was a Jewish physician, scholar and physician. Hasdai is famous for helping inaugurate the golden age of Hebrew letters. Other than being a court physician for the emperor, he was also an unofficial vizer because of his knowledge of several languages; Hebrew, Latin and Arabic. Using his persuasive personality and linguistic prowess  he helped negotiate a treaty with Byzantine Empire
3. New Style of Hebrew Poetry in Medieval Spain
Hebrew poetry flourished in Spain until the expulsion. Poets used themes, genres and rhetoric in both secular and liturgical poems. The Hebrew poetry was heavily influenced by Arabic styles and the language. Having coexisted with Arabs for the period they did, it was inevitable to adopt several of their tactics.
4. Almohads 
These people were followers of the Masmuda Berber. He claimed to be the guided one and started a religious movement against the Sanhaja Berbers. The group disrupted the peaceful co- existence between the Muslims and Jews in the Muslim World claiming to the true ‘unifiers’ or the strict believers in the unity of God. When this rebellion was finally crashed, kit resulted in a lot of fatalities.
5. The guide for the perplexed
It was theology aimed at reconciling Aristotelians with Rabbinical Jewish theology. This school of thought aimed at coming up with logical explanations for many events in the text. It integrated Hebrew and Arabic. The text was written in classical Arabic using Hebrew alphabet. The book was written to enlighten a religious man trained to believe the truth of our Holy law. The book also attempts to illustrate that one needs to internalize and understand texts rather than taking what is presented literally.

